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Munakata in northern Kyushu is notablc as the Munzkata clan, a powcerful lincage
group in charge of the ritual held at Okinoskima Island for Yamato government, had its
base there in ancient times. Particularly during the Kofun period the numerous key-hole
shaped tombs were crected and manual industry flourished there neither of which scems
impossible in a socicty based on the agricultural production which continued from the
Yayoi period. At its most prosperous point during the latter half of the Kofun period the
Munakata clan established a matrimonial relationship with the imperial family and in the
following Nara period was in charge of the administration of the Munakata district as
well as that of Munakata Jinja, which made Lhe area distinguishable from other provin-

cial regions,

Miyajidake tomb is a gallery grave located at Mivaji, Tsuvazaki machi, Fukuoka

with a burial structure measuring 23m long from the entrance Lo the end, and is one of

he largest tombs dating from the Tth century in northern Kyushu. It was believed that

funerary objects including the horse equipments and swords which were ac

dentally
discovered on several occasions during and afther the Meiji period had previously been
excavaled, possibly also by accident, bul re buried outside the burial chamber. However,
how thesc objects were discovered was kept secret hecause the tomb is also a sanctuary
with an image of Fudd, a Buddhist deity, ershrined there. This article, based on the
records of interviews with people involved in the discoverics carried out by Mr. Umchara
Sueji before 1929 and rceent survey of the burial chamber, cvaluates this tomb com-
prehensively. The author points out the defeets of studying the funcral objects (horse
equipments, swords, bronze bowls, and a crown) and the stone chamber separately, and
considers how the objects were buried in the tomb originally based on the examination
of Mr. Umehara's interviews. The basic method is to decide the Miyajidake tomb's
position among all the tombs of the Munakata region [irst, and then consider the nature
of this tomb in view of the Munakata region’s peculiarity in northern Kyushu. The
author also sheds light upon the Yamato government's control of provincial regions
through the case of Munakata.

(Translation by KONO Tetsurd)
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